
  
 
 
 

 

 

Regular Devotions  
 

Holy Rosary  

30 minutes before daily Mass 
 

Divine Mercy 
Tuesday after the 7 PM Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 
3rd Monday of the month 6:30-7 PM 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Saturday after the 9 AM Mass 

 

First Friday 
After the 8 AM Mass - 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
12:00 noon Benediction 

 

6:25 PM—Holy Rosary 

Sunday, January 14, 2024 

Parish Office  
Rev. Tien Tran,     Pastor               -    ttran@rcav.org;   
                                                            -    frtientran9@gmail.com 

Rev. Patrick Le,    Asst. Pastor     -    ple@rcav.org 

Rev. Mark Gazin, CSB    Part-time Asst. Pastor  - mgazin@rcav.org 
Dcn. Steven Potusek,    Deacon                           - spotusek@rcav.org 
   

Office Hours:     Tuesday to Friday     8:30 AM to 5:00 PM  
             Saturday         9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Rectory:             604-589-2083  
Office:              604-589-2448  parish.smat@rcav.org  
 

Parish Admin:    Caroline Mrazek   
                           Anna De Leon 
Bookkeeper:      Ma. Lourdes Tejada  
P.R.E.P.:              Christine Maypa  -  prep@saintmatthews.ca             
Maintenance:    Lorne Ward          -  lorne@saintmatthews.ca  
Principal:            Deborah Welsh    -  welsh@stmatthewselementary.ca 
 
Elementary School: 604-589-7545  - www.stmatthewselementary.ca 
Preschool:                 604-589-1222  - preschool@stmatthewselementary.ca 

 

Regular Mass Times 
 

SATURDAY:   Anticipated Mass - 5:30 PM 
 
SUNDAY:        English Mass - 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
                     12:30 & 7:30 PM 
          Vietnamese Mass - 5:00 PM 
          Last Sunday 12:30 PM (Mass in English  
                         with African Choir) 

 
WEEKDAYS:  Monday to Friday (except TUESDAY) - 8:00 AM 
         Tuesday - 7:00 PM 
         Friday - 7:00 PM  (Vietnamese) 
         First Friday—7:00 PM (in English) 
         Saturday and Holidays - 9:00 AM  

 
Confessions  

 

Weekend & Daily Masses:   half an hour before Mass 
 

****************** 

OFFICE AND CHURCH CLOSED ON MONDAYS  
FOR CLEANING 

St. Matthew’s R.C. Parish 
16079 88 Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 1G3 
Tel: (604) 589-2448  Fax: (604) 589-2344 

Website: www.saintmatthews.ca 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sat.—Sun.  Jan.   13-14 CWL Membership Campaign 
Sat.   Jan.   27 Feast of Sto. Nino 
Sun.   Jan.   28 K of C Basketball Free Throw Event 

 
(see details inside) 

2024 Sunday  

Missal—$5  

2024 Sunday Envelopes are 
available in the Fireside Room. 

Attention newcomers and non-registered parishioners 
Please take the time to fill out our Parish Registration Form found behind the counter 
by the Parish Office, if you have not done so  yet.  Thank you. 

 Appeal to our parishioners:   

 Please be mindful that the hymn books and prayer cards in the pews are not toys.  

 Please take a minute to restore them in the right order in the pews.  

 Garbage should be disposed of in receptacles provided. 



By appointment with a minimum of 2 months’ notice (during 
pregnancy) so that instructions can be given to parents and 
godparents about the duties and responsibilities assumed in 
this Sacrament.  Contact parish.smat@rcav.org. 
 
A minimum of 6 months’ notice with one of the parties regis-
tered in the parish and practicing his/her faith. The Marriage 
Preparation course is mandatory. Please ask for “Guidelines for 
the Celebration of Marriage”. 
 
Please call the parish office before making arrangements.  

BAPTISM: 
 
 

 
 
MARRIAGE: 
 
 

 
FUNERALS: 
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Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 
 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Those Who Seek the Truth 
 

In my work as a freelance writer, I have a regular 
column in the archdiocesan paper writing profiles of 
ordinary people in the local church. Laity, religious, 
and clergy alike — I hound them all to give me an 
interview, and when I do, the answer is almost al-
ways this: “You don’t want to talk to me. There’s 

nothing special about me.”  
 

I always try to convince them that there is something 
remarkable about everyone who is searching for the 
truth. It is easy to think we are not made for holiness 
because we are ordinary people with ordinary habits, 

ordinary abilities, and ordinary sins. It is easy (and 
very convenient) to designate holiness as something 

belonging to Better People. People like the saints. 
People like the Disciples. 

 
The Bible gives us next to no personal information 

about the disciples. There is no archdiocesan news-
paper profile on Andrew and Simon that can give us 
insight into who they were before they became St. 
Andrew, Inaugural Disciple and Announcer of the 

Messiah, and St. Peter, First Pope and the Rock-Upon
-Which-Christ-Built-His-Church. 

 
Yet I find myself insatiably curious about it. What was 
their childhood like? What games did they play with 
each other as the sun set, before their mother called 

them into bed? What did they think of as they fell 
asleep at night? What secret jokes did they share to 
make each other laugh? What were they afraid of? 
What did they hope for? Who did they want to be? 

 
Before they were towering figures of salvation histo-
ry, Simon and Andrew were just two men searching 
for the truth. When they looked at Christ, there was 

something that made it click. Perhaps they them-
selves could not identify what it was, but their hearts 
whispered it nonetheless: There it is. We finally found 

it. 
 

Isn’t that the best we can all hope for? 
 

“Jesus turned and saw them following Him and said 
to them, ‘What are you looking for?’” — John 1:38   

 
©LPi  

LIVE THE LITURGY 
 

“Come and see,” Jesus said to the disciples who were curious to know about Him. Today, He whis-
pers this invitation into the deepest place of our heart. Have courage — go, and see what Christ 

has to show you.  
 

©LPi  

As a priest, I’m amazed how happily 
married couples remember the tiniest 
details of their earliest encounters. 
They effortlessly report things like: 
“he wore a blue shirt,” “we ordered 
brussels sprouts,” “her hair was up in 
a bun,” and “he spilled shrimp cock-
tail sauce at my family’s open front 
door when it was ten degrees below 
zero,” (that one’s courtesy of my 
mom). We delight in remembering 
and speaking of when our new life of 
love began. The little details are glori-
ous reminders that it’s all real.  
 

It’s similar for John the Apostle. He 
tells us of the two disciples who fol-

lowed Jesus into His house, “...they stayed with Him that day. It was about 
four o’clock in the afternoon.” Why does that tiny detail matter? Because 
that’s the time of day when they encountered the love of Jesus the Messiah 
in their lives. Our religion is not primarily about abstract truths about God, 
no matter how true or sublime. It is about God meeting and saving us in our 
human nature. It’s about a human relationship. 
 

What was the time of day when you first recall encountering Christ and His 
Church? Who was there? What did you feel? How did things look and smell? 
What happened? Take some time to recall it in detail. For me, it was inside 
an old, rickety church on a hillside in Jerome, Arizona. It was about 9 p. m. 
on a Saturday evening. I was with my friends Jenny, Brad, and Laura. We 
were praying, singing, and laughing. When was it for you? Remembering the 
details isn’t empty nostalgia. It reminds us now that God’s love for us in our 
humanity is real.    
 

Father John Muir     
©LPi  

Contact List  -  St. Matthew’s Parish Council 
African Community   Ms. Tina Obiwumma                       augustinaobiwumma@gmail.com 
Altar Servers               Mrs. Teodora Suzuki              teodora.suzuki@gmail.com 
Altar Women   Mrs. Margaret Pereira  604-589-2448 
Bereavement Ministry   Dcn. Steven Potusek  spotusek@rcav.org 
BLD Community               Ms. France Alayon /   francealayon@yahoo.com 
    Mrs. Nerrie Hombrebueno   neriehombre@gmail.com 
Bible Study                 
Catholic Women’s League           Mrs. Louise Klaponski                  cwlstmatthewssurrey@gmail.com 
Catholic Young Adults of Surrey (CYAS) Mr. Johan Rego  cyasurrey@gmail.com 
Choirs:  Fri  7 PM   Ms. Hoang Nguyen          hoangn.nguyen93@gmail.com 
              Sat 5:30 PM   Mrs. Letty Regis  letic@telus.net 
              Sun 8:30 AM  Mrs. Kathleen Grosjean  grosjean@shaw.ca 
  10:30 AM  Mr. Peter Luongo  sluongo@telus.net                 
  12:30 PM  Mr. Homer Garcia-Reyes askmymusichomer@gmail.com 
      (last Sunday) 12:30 PM              Ms. Tina Obiwumma                       augustinaobiwumma@gmail.com 
  5 PM  Mr. Vincent Nguyen     vien4cdsurrey@gmail.com 
  7:30 PM  Ms. Nannette Lenoue-Guze         nannettelg@gmail.com 
Community Outreach Ministry  Mrs. Maureen Fadum  mgfadum@gmail.com 
Couples for Christ   M/M Homer & Me- Ann Reyes    askmymusichomer@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Ministry   Mrs. Ann Amsing  annamsing@yahoo.com 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  Mrs. Deborah Joel         djoel@positec.com 
Fifty Plus Group   Mr. Andre Maris  anne_andre_maris@telus.net 
Gift Bearers     
Knights of Columbus   Mr. Shane Gogo  shanegogo@gmail.com  
Lectors    Mr. Jon Javier  jon2ejavier@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary   Mrs. Julie Bala-Cunningham morillabala@yahoo.com 
Liturgy of the Word for Children  10:30AM Ms. Ariel Bejer  arielbejer@gmail.com 
   12:30PM Ms. Alexandra Jose  ajose.smp@hotmail.com 
Marriage Prep-Witness to Love  M/M Dave/Doreen McKinnon doreenmck@shaw.ca 
Our Lady of Fatima   Mrs. Germana Brotto  grbrotto@gmail.com 
Pro Life Ministry   Mrs. Teresa Gares  tgares@live.com 
Parish Education Committee  Mr. Peter Tang  peter_tang@me.com  
Parish Council   Mr. Tim McKinnon  tjm3499@gmail.com 
Pastoral Council   Mrs. Katrina Amurao  katrina.amurao@gmail.com 
Project Advance   Mr. Abimbola Fagbamiye bolingo1@mac.com 
R.C.I.A.    Dcn. Steven Potusek       spotusek@rcav.org 
St. Matthew’s Prayer Group  Ms. Christie Castro  SMPGPrayerline@hotmail.com 
St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen  Mr. Paul Stevens  604-5892448 
St. Vincent de Paul Society   Mr. Eric Andres  604-589-2448 
Sports Ministry (Basketball)  Mr. Marlowe Billedo  marlowe25@hotmail.com 
Sports Ministry (Volleyball)  Mr. Tot Phan  totphan@gmail.com 
Ushers    Mr. Gerry Petines  glpetines@gmail.com 
Vietnamese Community   Mr. Minh Nguyen  minhnguyen725@shaw.ca 
    Ms. Van Nguyen  kathynguyen027@gmail.com   
Youth Ministry   Ms. Eleanor Wong  eleanorfwong@aol.com  

mailto:parish.smat@rcav.org
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Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
 

Thank you  Parents of Level 7- for supporting your children in their Confirmation Interview and Saint’s project. 
 
January Calendar 
January     24 6:35 pm Level2, CIC2, Gr.2, Parent, Student and Teacher Mtg. PREP & SMES 
January     27 5:30 PM Mass, FHC class Celebration Mass “ Caring” PREP & SMES, Meet at the Fireside by 5:10 
January     31    7:30 PM Early Dismissal 
 
PREP Email: 
Please add  prep@saintmatthews.ca  to your contact list to avoid emails going into junk/spam 

 
PREP office hours: Wednesday 9am – 3pm and 5-8pm 
                                  Friday 9am – 5pm 

 
A big thank you to all for your continued dedication in ensuring that your children attend PREP classes weekly. 

It is so wonderful that we can continue to grow in our faith together. 
 

Christine Maypa - PREP Coordinator 
Email: prep@saintmatthews.ca or call 604-5892448 ext 233 

If we want children and teens to become lifelong Catholics and members of the Church,  
we have to start now by involving the whole family in the life of the Church -John Roberto, Family Catechesis 

K of C Basketball Free Throw Event 
Calling all young people between the ages of 9 to 14, come and be apart of a fun free throw competition sponsored 
by KofC St. Matthew’s Council 9534. The event will be held on January 28, 2024 after the 10:30am and 12:30pm 
masses in St. Matthew’s Elementary School Gym. Entry forms are available at the Welcome Centre.  

Holy Cross Regional Secondary School 
Holy Cross Regional Secondary is hosting an Open House, Thursday, January 25, 2024, from 6:30 – 8:30 pm.  Ho-
ly Cross Regional Secondary invites prospective families to join our community to see what makes our school 
unique.  You will be able to listen to Holy Cross’ Band, conduct experiments in our Science Laboratory, learn 

about the many different athletic opportunities, taste the delightful treats provided from the Foods and Nutrition Department, 
relax at a French Café, admire the artwork of our students, browse through the books in our Learning Commons,  and much, 
much more.  Spend your evening exploring our campus, talking with students and staff to observe what education within a Catho-
lic community looks like at the high school level.  Holy Cross’ online registration process will commence with this event. Holy 
Cross’ community looks forward to meeting all of you, Thursday, January 25th.   

Seminary of Christ the King 
There will be a Vocation Live-In on the weekend of February 10 -11 at the Seminary of Christ the King in Mission, BC. 
Anyone wishing to enter the Seminary in the next couple of years is welcome. For more information phone 604-826-
8975 or email  rector.minors@sck.ca. 

K of C:  2024 Bishop Thomas J. Lobsinger, OMI Memorial Bursary Program 
The annual British Columbia and Yukon Bursary program known as the Bishop Thomas J. Lobsinger, OMI Memorial Bursary 
Program is underway. The 2024 program is now receiving applications. We are privileged to offer fourteen bursaries of 
$1,000.00 each to Catholic students across the Province of British Columbia. These bursaries are made available on a one-
time only basis to young practicing Catholic students who are in post secondary education at a recognized institute of high-

er learning within the Province of British Columbia. Applications are accepted from January 1, 2024 until June 30, 2024 with the bursa-
ries being awarded in the fall. The Terms of Reference may be found on our web site (kofcbc.org) after Jan 1, 2024. 
 
Requests for application should be addressed to:  
Christopher Chen – State Bursary Chairman 
Knights of Columbus BC Charity Foundation 
#333 – 1231 Pacific Boulevard 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z-0E2 
Or email: chrischen.kofc@gmail.com  
 
Deadline for requests for application is June 1, 2024. 

mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
mailto:rector.minors@sck.ca
file:///C:/Users/Admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/VRXFETY4/kofcbc.org
mailto:chrischen.kofc@gmail.com
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Were you married outside the Catholic Church?  
If you are married, but were not married in the Catholic church, we would like to offer you an opportunity to have your marriage regularized with the 
Church. Please make an appointment with our priest to discuss having your marriage convalidated.   
Sacrament of the Sick.  What was referred to as “Last Rites” is now called “Anointing of the Sick” administered by a priest when one is “in danger” due 
to sickness or old age.  Please call the Parish Office to arrange. 
Care Home Communion Visits. Please remember to let the Parish Office know whenever you or a loved one is hospitalized or moved into a  Fleetwood 

area care home. The Parish has a dedicated group of  people who will bring Holy Communion  weekly to you or yours. 

Desiree & Virgilio Pino; Liz Da Costa; Tommy Contreras; Victor Miller; Gerry Della Mattia; Helen Doyle-Stote; Horst & Elsa Seliger; 
Demetrio Tamparia; Angelita Correa; Edgardo Olivares; Alex; David Keenan; Alberto Ordonez; Colleen Salmon; Teresita Dimaano; 
Irene Collingwood; Antonio, Adela, Arvin, Johnna, Virgilio & Karen Guinto; Jane & Eunice Dare; Adelaida, Ronald & Andrew De Le-
on; Felix Djuhari; Sueann Zore; Cathy, Colleen & Gavin Herrera; Jaime & Nita Fermalan; Rose Sayson; Norbert De La Tour; Ma. Lyd-
ia Ramirez; Yvonne Bailey; Cora De Jesus; Mary Grace Navasca; Lario Roma; Vicenta Ty; Leny Uy; John Pinto; Ricardo Piraquive; 
Rowena Serviento; Leonora Fejer; Roy Arbiol; Ely Pamintuan; Andrea Bernabey; Caceres, Rios, Alonso and Santa Cruz family; 

Pablito Basit; Helena Olivares; Consuelo Santos; Margaret Lee; Valeriana Quinto; Deanna Maceda Silva; Lena Pinto; Gregorio De Guzman; Con-
cepcion Romero; Paul   Fernandes; Scott Strobel; Don Barber; Jorge Papa; Lynn Hagglund; Juliet Buan-Torres & Joseph De La Cruz.; Mitch Monte-
ro; Talah Bautista; Mauricio Engada; Martha Doyle; Luz Eugenio; Pam Barthelette; Alanna Mckinley; Regina Diolata; Lawrence & Susan Odubajo; 
Theresa Fagbamiye; Naty Parinas; Mary Ann Cabading; Jurest Pe Perion; Greg Narciso; Dahlia Constance Gomez; Concepcion Lacanienta 
 
Priority on this list is given to parishioners, as space permits.  Names will be removed from time to time. If you submit a name to the Prayer List, 
it is your responsibility to inform the office should his/her circumstances change.   

Catholic Women’s League (CWL) corner 
An Invitation!  To “You”, women of St Matthew’s Parish who are over 16 
years old, come join CWL to assist us to continue our commitment in ser-
vice in the Lord’s name.  Add a challenge in 2024 to share yourself to our 
less fortunate children/families of God, in faith, service and social justice 

causes.   Feel free to contact us via email cwlstmatthewssurrey@gmail.com or 
through the Parish Office to get a membership form.  Checkout our  website 
www.cwl.ca for more information. 
 
We start the year with a Membership Potluck Dinner Meeting after the Tuesday 
evening mass on January 16th.  All women are welcome to come and see what we 
are all about. Bring your favourite dish to share in the Jubilee Hall. 
 
Note: CWL members please drop off or mail in your membership form and cheque. 
 
Share the Word: 

36.  PRIDE :  We in the Catholic Women’s League take pride in our ac-
complishments. We are a sisterhood of women dedicated to service to 
God and Canada. Join our sisterhood today! 

Please include in your prayers  

†Antonio Relleve Jr. and †Luis De Villa  

who have gone home to the Lord.   

May their soul rest in eternal peace. 

Devotions to Our Lady of Fatima   

Please pray the  

Holy Rosary daily 

Archdiocesan Events 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an annual ecumenical celebration. Christians around the world are invited to pray 
for the unity of all Christians, to reflect on scripture together, to participate in jointly organized ecumenical services, and to 
share fellowship.  This year is between January 18th (the Feast of the Confession of Saint Peter) and January 25th (the 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul). 

Prayer Services will take place at SFU, UBC, Sacred Heart Delta, St. Anthony's West Vancouver, St. Ann's Abbotsford, St. Peter's New 
Westminister, and the John Paul II Pastoral Centre in Vancouver.  Learn more and register at https://rcav.org/ecumenism-and-
interfaith-relations/wpcu. 
 
Coping with Post-Holiday Grief Seminar 
Grief can be unpredictable. It comes and goes, sometimes in waves. It affects our sense of well-being and changes us forever.  Christ-
mas is a time for family, but if we have lost someone, it can be a particularly difficult time. Everything has changed. We can keep busy 
during the holiday season but what happens afterwards?  Join us on Saturday, January 20 from 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm at All Saints Parish 
Hall. 
 
Denis Boyd will discuss grief and some coping strategies to help with the letdown we sometimes feel after Christmas, when everyone 
has returned home, the decorations are put away and we are settling into a new year. Denis is a registered psychologist and popular 
speaker who presents talks and workshops on a variety of topics including marriage, grief, retirement, and family relationships.  Regis-
ter online at  https://beholdvancouver.org/events/coping-with-post-holiday-grief-3. 
 
The Great Divorce: A Book Study for Young Adults 
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis is the story of the journey of a man taking a bus ride from Hell to Heaven. Along the way, he follows 
several people who, upon arriving in Heaven, meet people and situations from their past lives. 
 
Young adults aged 19-35 are welcome to a book study with the Religious Sisters of the Archdiocese. The next meeting is on Friday, 
February 9 at 6:00 pm until 8:30 pm at the Vanspec Centre (2811 Venables Street, Vancouver).  This is a great opportunity to connect 
with other young adults and the Religious Sisters of the Archdiocese in a discussion setting. It also offers a chance to go deeper in over-
coming the struggles of living a Christian life in the modern world. Learn more and register online at https://beholdvancouver.org/
events/the-great-divorce-a-book-study-for-young-adults . 

St. matthew’s preschool & out of school care 
Job Opportunity:  St. Matthew’s Preschool & Out-of-School Care is 
hiring a licensed ECE / ECE Assistant Teacher. Please email pre-
school@stmatthewselementary.ca for the full job description and 
details.  

Feast of Sto. Nino 
On January 27, the Feast of Sto. Niño will be celebrated during the 
5:30pm mass.  There will be a procession inside the Church after the 
mass, please bring your images of Sto. Niño for blessing.  Fellowship 
will follow immediately after, in the Fireside Room. 

mailto:cwlstmatthewssurrey@gmail.com
http://www.cwl.ca
https://rcav.org/ecumenism-and-interfaith-relations/wpcu
https://rcav.org/ecumenism-and-interfaith-relations/wpcu
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/coping-with-post-holiday-grief-3
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/the-great-divorce-a-book-study-for-young-adults
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/the-great-divorce-a-book-study-for-young-adults
mailto:preschool@stmatthewselementary.ca
mailto:preschool@stmatthewselementary.ca

