
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Regular Devotions  
 

Holy Rosary  

20 minutes before daily Mass 
 

Divine Mercy 
Tuesday after the 7 PM Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 
3rd Monday of the month 6:30-7 PM 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Saturday after the 9 AM Mass 

 

First Friday 
After the 8 AM Mass - 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
12:00 noon Benediction 

 

6:25 PM—Holy Rosary 

Sunday November 27, 2022 

 PARISH OFFICE 

Rev. Tien Tran,     Pastor     ttran@rcav.org;  frtientran9@gmail.com 

Rev. Raffaele Salvino,        Asst. Pastor         rsalvino@rcav.org 

Dcn. Steve Potusek,          Deacon                 spotusek@rcav.org 

  604-589-2083            Rectory 
 
 

Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday         8:30 AM to 5:00 PM  
  Saturday  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
  604-589-2448          parish.smat@rcav.org  

 

Parish Admin: Ms. Caroline P. Mrazek   
  Mrs. Anna G. De Leon 
Bookkeeper: Mrs. Ma. Lourdes Tejada  
P.R.E.P.:  Mrs. Christine Maypa     prep@saintmatthews.ca             
Maintenance: Mr. Lorne Ward         lorne@saintmatthews.ca  
 
 
Elementary School:   604-589-7545              www.stmatthewselementary.ca 
                Preschool:   604-589-1222 

REGULAR MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY:   Anticipated Mass - 5:30 PM 
 
SUNDAY:       English Mass - 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
     12:30 & 7:30 PM 
         Vietnamese Mass - 5:00 PM 
         African - Last Sunday 12:30 PM (Mass in 
         English with African Choir) 
 
 
WEEKDAYS:  Monday to Friday (except TUESDAY) - 8:00 AM 
         Tuesday - 7:00 PM 
         Friday - 7:00 PM  (Vietnamese) 
         ***except First Friday  (in English) 
         Saturday - 9:00 AM  

 
CONFESSIONS 

Weekend & Daily Masses:   half an hour before each Mass 
 

OFFICE AND CHURCH CLOSED ON MONDAYS  
FOR CLEANING 

St. Matthew’s R.C. Parish 
16079 88 Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 1G3 
Tel: (604) 589-2448  Fax: (604) 589-2344 

Website: www.saintmatthews.ca 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Mon. Dec    12  Our Lady of Guadalupe  High 
   Mass & Sacred Music 
Tue. Dec    13  Jesse Tree Gifts Due 
Thu. Dec    15  Simbang Gabi Begins 
Fri. Dec    16  Christmas Concert 
Tue. Dec    20  Advent Penitential Service 
 
                         (see details inside) 

2023 Sunday Missal and Calendar  
are now available 

Missal—$5       Calendar—$2 

Please pray for Fr. Raffaele Salvino’s speedy recovery from his surgery.  
May God touch him with His healing hands and restore back his health. 

 Congratulations to the Recipients of Archbishop’s Stewardship Award:   
 Renato Brotto 
 Gerry Petines 
 Eleanor Wong 



By appointment with a minimum of 2 months’ notice (during 
pregnancy) so that instructions can be given to parents and god-
parents about the duties and responsibilities assumed in this 
Sacrament.  Contact office@saintmatthews.ca. 
 
A minimum of 6 months’ notice with one of the parties regis-
tered in the parish and practicing his/her faith. The Marriage 
Preparation course is mandatory. Please ask for “Guidelines for 
the Celebration of Marriage”. 
 
Please call the parish office before making arrangements.  

BAPTISM: 
 
 

 
 
MARRIAGE: 
 
 

 
FUNERALS: 
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Stewardship Reflection 

Being Surprised by Christ 
 

Some people hate surprise parties. There are those 
who are uncomfortable with a last-minute vaca-
tion or even an unexpected travel upgrade. If it 

wasn’t part of the plan, it’s a cause for consterna-
tion. 

 
There is a temptation to view these folks as cur-
mudgeonly — sticks in the mud, obsessed with 
predictability. But I think if we’re being honest, 

there’s a little bit of the surprise-averse in all of us. 
 

Deep within the very heart of the element of sur-
prise is a kernel of shock. And shock, in the mo-

ment, can feel similar to trauma. If we reflect on 
the most traumatic occurrences of our lives — a 
loss, an accident, a calamity — it is likely that we 

will say this: “It was the shock more than anything 
that got to me.” Grief or fear, those feelings were 
overwhelming as well, but they came later. In the 

first moment, all we knew was we were going 
about our lives on one path until we were thrust on 
a different one and then the whole future changed. 

 
This is the natural rhythm of our life here on earth. 
We never know what is coming — which is to say, 
in a beautiful way, we always know what is com-
ing. More importantly, we know Who is coming.  

 
Like the early riser who sets the “pre-alarm” (the 
one on which he knows he’s going to hit snooze 
just to take the edge off the disappointment of 

waking up), we are always being given a heads-up 
in Scripture. From the earliest prophecies of the 
Messiah to Jesus’ reminders in the Gospel to the 

very last words of Revelations, God has communi-
cated to His stewards: You know the time. The time 
is now. We are called to constant vigilance, perpet-

ual renewal, steadfast accountability.  
 

In the end, the coming of Christ may be the only 
event in history that was a surprise, but not a 

shock — and so it will only be beautiful, even for 
those who hate surprise parties.         

  
– Tracy Earl Welliver   ©LPi  

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Whether it is the surgeon performing an operation or the pilot directing a flight, one expects them to be alert. When we entrust 
our lives to someone, we presume that they will attend to them with the utmost care and vigilance. If we have this expectation of 
others, why would we not have it of ourselves? Our lives are precious vessels on an eternal journey. We can only stay afloat and on 
the course because of God’s love and mercy. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. Apathy can wreak havoc on 
the most dedicated of souls. God’s word transforms all that it touches, even a lukewarm heart. Let us seek God’s grace this Advent 
season so that we can walk more fully in His light. Then, finding ourselves more attentive, focused, alert, and watchful, we will be 
eager and well prepared to meet our Lord when He comes. Why would we not want to be ready, awake, and watchful for the One 
we have waited for so long?  ©LPi  

We can embrace and relish each mo-
ment of our lives as a sacred sacrament 
or nonchalantly and robotically attend to 
what life presents. We have our feet in 
two worlds. One is holy and sacred, and 
the other is profane and secular. Which 
one has the greater claim on us? To what 
do we devote most of our energy? We 
can easily be consumed with the particu-
lar demands and essentials of daily life: 
family, work, obligations, and the like, 
that we don’t really notice anything 
more than what is right before us.  We 
become masters at “doing” and neglect 
our need to “savor.” Jesus reminds His 
friends that “as it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. In those days before the 
flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to 
the day Noah entered the ark. They did 
not know until the flood came and car-
ried them all away.” 
 

While certain things require our daily 
attention, we cannot become so con-
sumed with them that we fail to see the 

larger picture of what is coming. For the Christian, Advent is the time to pause, reflect, and 
savor. It is a time to see life as a sacrament of the moment and not just an investment in secu-
lar interests, pleasures, and personal obligations. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, 
and tired.  Apathy can quickly wreak havoc on the most dedicated of souls. Whatever we can 
do this Advent season to be more attentive, focused, alert, and watchful will serve us well. It 
will make us eager and well-prepared to meet our Lord when He comes. It is for certain that He 
will come. 
 

Who made me? What is my purpose? What will happen to me when I die? These are pivotal 
questions that, in life’s busyness, we hardly find time to ask and answer. They define who we 
are, and the answers we provide serve as guideposts and anchors in the seas of our lives. Ad-
vent is the perfect time to make friends with our souls. It is a time to perk ourselves up, open 
our eyes, ears, and hearts and seek God’s presence in the simple moments of our lives. God is 
with us. Ask God to grant you a deeper appreciation for His presence and the gift of attentive-
ness.   ©LPi  

CONTACT LIST—ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH MINISTRIES 
 

African Community   Ms. Tina Obiwumma                       augustinaobiwumma@gmail.com 
Altar Servers               Mrs. Teodora Suzuki              teodora.suzuki@gmail.com 
Altar Women   Mrs. Margaret Pereira  604-589-2448 
Bereavement Ministry   Dcn. Steven Potusek  spotusek@rcav.org 
BLD Community               Ms. France Alayon /   francealayon@yahoo.com 
    Mrs. Nerrie Hombrebueno   neriehombre@gmail.com 
Bible Study                Mrs. Gail Estrada               bible_study@live.com 
Catholic Women’s League           Mrs. Louise Klaponski                  cwlstmatthewssurrey@gmail.com 
Catholic Young Adults of Surrey (CYAS) Fr. Raffaele Salvino  rsalvino@rcav.org 
Choirs:  Fri  7 PM   Ms. Hoang Nguyen          hoangn.nguyen93@gmail.com 
              Sat 5:30 PM   Mr. Homer Garcia-Reyes askmymusichomer@gmail.com 
              Sun 8:30 AM  Mrs. Kathleen Grosjean  grosjean@shaw.ca 
  10:30 AM  Mr. Peter Luongo  sluongo@telus.net                 
  12:30 PM  Mr. Homer Garcia-Reyes askmymusichomer@gmail.com 
      (last Sunday) 12:30 PM              Ms. Tina Obiwumma                       augustinaobiwumma@gmail.com 
  5 PM  Mr. Vincent Nguyen     vien4cdsurrey@gmail.com 
  7:30 PM  Ms. Nannette Lenoue-Guze         nannettelg@gmail.com 
Couples for Christ   M/M Homer & Me- Ann Reyes    hmreyescfc1997@gmail.com          
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  Mrs. Deborah Joel         djoel@positec.com 
Fifty Plus Group   Mr. Andre Maris  anne_andre_maris@telus.net 
Greeters & Gift Bearers   Mrs. Stella Lemos  stella.lemos15@gmail.com 
Hospitality Committee   Mrs. Maureen Fadum  mgfadum@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus   Mr. Shane Gogo  shanegogo@gmail.com  
Lectors    Mr. Jon Javier  jon2ejavier@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary   Mrs. Julie Bala-Cunningham morillabala@yahoo.com 
Liturgy of the Word for Children   Ms. Ariel Bejer  arielbejer@gmail.com 
Marriage Prep-Witness to Love  M/M Dave/Doreen McKinnon doreenmck@shaw.ca 
Our Lady of Fatima   Mrs. Germana Brotto  grbrotto@gmail.com 
Pro Life Ministry   Mrs. Teresa Gares  tgares@live.com 
Parish Education Committee  Mr. Peter Tang  peter_tang@me.com  
Parish Pastoral Council   Mr. Tim McKinnon  tjm3499@gmail.com 
Project Advance   Mr. Gerry Della Mattia  gerrydm@telus.net 
R.C.I.A.    Fr. Raffaele Salvino       rsalvino@rcav.org 
St. Matthew’s Prayer Group  Ms. Christie Castro  christie1225@hotmail.com 
St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen  Mrs. Belle Carson  bellecarson@hotmail.com 
St. Vincent de Paul Society   Mr. Eric Andres  604-589-2448 
Sports Ministry (Basketball)  Mr. Marlowe Billedo  marlowe25@hotmail.com 
Sports Ministry (Volleyball)  Mr. Tot Phan  totphan@gmail.com 
Ushers    Mr. Gerry Petines  glpetines@gmail.com 
Vietnamese Community   Mr. Minh Nguyen  minhnguyen725@shaw.ca 
    Ms. Van Nguyen  kathynguyen027@gmail.com   
Youth Ministry   Ms. Eleanor Wong  eleanorfwong@aol.com  

Civil & Criminal Litigation Needs 
Last Wills, Agreements and Contracts 

Certification of Documents and  
Signatures for Free 

Ransiri Fernando 
Barrister & Solicitor 

604 767 9520 
rfernando@kaushallaw.com 

mailto:office@saintmatthews.ca
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PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) 
 

Dear PREP Families, 
 

May God guide you in whatever you do and wish you an advent full of holy bliss and happiness. 
 
NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
November 30th – Confirmation Interview (Level 7), 6:30pm @ the Gym 

 Sponsor Form Due LEVEL 7 & Grade 7 SMES   
 Saint Project Due 

November 30th – Deadline for St Vincent de Paul donation 
November 30th – Christmas Pageant Information session, 6pm @ Jubilee Hall  
 
December at a Glance 
December 7th –   Early Dismissal- 7:30 Catechists and Assistants year end gathering 
December 14th – PREP Mass—All students—Meet in the Church 
December 24th – Christmas Pageant @5Pm (Children’s Mass) 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT:  Calling all PREP and SMES students:  Information Session:  Wednesday November 30 @ Jubilee Hall 
@ 6:00 pm.  Students must commit to attending 2 of the 3 rehearsals.  The Christmas Pageant will be held on December 
24th at the Children’s Mass at 5:00 pm.   Parts are: Narrator, Joseph, Mary, Innkeepers, Wiseman, Shepherds and Angels. 
Parents volunteer needed (please email prep@saintmatthews.ca) 
Rehearsal dates will be: You must attend at least 2 of the 3 sessions. 

December 10th  Saturday  10:30-11:30am rehearsal followed by lunch & costume assignment (12:30 pickup) 
December 17th  Saturday  10:30-11:30 am Dress Rehearsal 
December 23rd Friday 10:30 -12noon Dress Rehearsal 

For Level 7 students, this qualifies for 20 Service points for church or community 
 
St Vincent de Paul Donations 
Thank you for donating and thinking of others.  We are still accepting donations for Women’s Hygiene Kits for Surrey Women’s Cen-
ter. If you can, kindly donate the following items:   soap bars, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrush, hair brushes, combs, 
shaving gel, disposable razor, deodorant, body wash, lotion, sanitary napkins and such toiletry items.  No perfumes please.  Kindly 
bring donated items to your class on Wednesday or in the PREP office until November 30.  
This is one way of helping our children to develop a spirit of generosity  and it will instill in them that giving is a valuable trait of em-
pathy.  Please have them set the budget and shop/buy the items they want to give.  A small act of kindness can make a large impact 
in our community 
UNUSED Christmas Cards:  We are collecting UNUSED Christmas Cards with envelopes for a few Gr. 7 Service Projects – a box will 
be on the counter by the parish office.  

 
Please Add  prep@saintmatthews.ca  in your contact list to avoid mails going into junk/spam folder 

 
Attendance:  We encourage parents to email or call the PREP office to let us know if your child will be absent from class  
Registration:  Still accepting late registrants.  Refer to the parish website under “PREP”.  Online registration is active.   
PREP office hours: Wednesday 9am – 12 pm and 2-8pm and  Friday 9am – 5pm 

 
A big thank you to all for your continued dedication in ensuring that your children attend PREP classes weekly. 

 
Mark this season of Advent by loving and serving others with your whole heart. Many Blessings to you all!! 

Christine Maypa – prep@saintmatthews.ca or call 604-589-2448 ext 233  

                

S  I  M  B  A  N  G            G  A  B  I 

             
“Simbang Gabi” is a tradition unlike any other. A Christmas Marian Novena of Masses, “Simbang Gabi” is a nine-day devotion that 
honours the Annunciation, the expectation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and culminating in the birth of Jesus.  Centered on the Eucha-
rist, it is a combination of deep prayer, community spirit, reconciliation, hope, love, and the grateful recognition of our redemption.  
We invite all faithful to celebrate this Promise of Salvation, by attending the Nine-Day Novena Masses (“Simbang Gabi”).  Masses will 
be between Dec. 15-23, 2022.  7:00 pm on weekdays, 5:30pm on Friday (Dec. 16) & Saturday (Dec. 17), and 7:30pm on Sunday 
(Dec. 18).   There will be a light reception after the Simbang Gabi masses (except Dec. 16 due to the Christmas Concert which follows 
immediately after the mass).  

mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
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Desiree & Virgilio Pino; Ryker Slaney; Liz Da Costa; Tommy Contreras; Walter Slaney; Victor Miller; Gerry Della Mattia; Daisy Rodriguez; 
Nora Bawasanta; Helen Stote; Rosa Villarama; Horst & Elsa Seliger; Nenita Cabilan; Dr. Demetrio Tamparia; Angelita Correa; Edgardo 
Olivares; Alex; David Keenan; Alberto Ordonez; Colleen Salmon; Teresita Dimaano;  Marie Petines; Irene Collingwood; Antonio, Adela, 
Jane & Karen Guinto; Adelaida, Ronald & Andrew De Leon; Felix Djuhari; Sueann Zore; Demetrio Tamparia; Cathy & Colleen Herrera.; 
Jaime & Nita Fermalan; Emilia Sayson; Norbert De La Tour; Pamela Barthelette; Ma. Lydia Ramirez; Aida Bunagan; Yvonne Bailey; Sil-
vina Medeiros; Cora De Jesus; Inez Benesh; Mary Grace Navasca; Helen Diala; Lario Roma; Vicenta Ty; Rowena Olbinado; Leny Uy; John 

Pinto; Bill Bouwman; Celso “Chito” Marfori; Arturo Rafael; Ricardo Piraquive; Virgilio Guinto; Rowena Serviento; Roy Arbiol,; Ely Pamintuan; Arsenio 
Billedo; Andrea Bernabey; Caceres, Rios, Alonso and Santa Cruz families;  Matteo Boothman 
 
Priority on this list is given to parishioners, as space permits.  Names will be removed from time to time. If you submit a name to the Prayer List, it is 
your responsibility to inform the office should his/her circumstances change.   

Were you married outside the Catholic Church?  
If you are married, but were not married in the Catholic church, we would like to offer you an opportunity to have your marriage regularized with the 
Church. Please make an appointment with our priest to discuss having your marriage convalidated.   
Sacrament of the Sick.  What was referred to as “Last Rites” is now called “Anointing of the Sick” administered by a priest when one is “in danger” 
due to sickness or old age.  Please call the Parish Office to arrange. 
Care Home Communion Visits. Please remember to let the Parish Office know whenever you or a loved one is hospitalized or moved into a  Fleetwood 

area care home. The Parish has a dedicated group of  people who will bring Holy Communion  weekly to you or yours. 

Devotions to Our Lady of Fatima   

Please pray the Holy Rosary daily. 

CWL Corner 
"Celebrating Advent"… Join the Vancouver CWL Advent Retreat at the Abbey in 
Mission with Fr. Augustine Obiwumma on Saturday December 3, 2022 10am to 
4pm.  Includes mass, rosary and confession.  Cost is $15.00 for lunch.  Carpool-

ing is available.  Contact Connie at conniephilip.van@gmail.com for carpooling.  Email 
Rosemary at rosemaryazu@invis.ca to register and reserve your spot.  Registration is lim-
ited.  Poster is at RAR bulletin board. 
 
A hearty thank you to all our CWL members for so generously donating your precious time 
in service to our parish last weekend. Much appreciation and Blessings to each one.  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Our Jesse Tree is now at the front of the Church 
this weekend, November 26th & 27th and will 
remain there for the following two weekends, 
Dec. 3rd & 4th and Dec.10th & 11th.  On it are 

attached tags requesting items to fill our Christmas Ham-
pers.  Thank you for helping us fill those needs by taking a 
tag and  returning the requested item to the office before 
Tuesday, December 13th.   
 
If you are returning a gift card, please kind-
ly indicate the dollar value on the card or 
card envelop.  Thank you. 

Bereavement Ministry 
A faith-based,  scripture based support group for the bereaved is being 
offered at St Matthew's Parish.  For more info contact Dcn. Steve at 604-
597-8202 or spotusek@rcav.org . 

St. Matthew’s Elementary School 
KINDERGARTEN 2023 - APPLICATION FORMS:  Starting on Monday, November 
28, 2022 application forms for Kindergarten 2023-2024 will be made available 
at the school office.  Forms can be picked up between 9:00 am and 4:00 

pm.  Please note that the application forms must be picked up in person at the school 
office (it is not available online).  For any questions please contact the school office 
at:  office@stmatthewselementary.ca or 604-589-7545.  

ProLife 
Say ‘No’ to Infanticide  
On Friday October, 7, 2022 a proposal to extend MAiD to “babies from birth to 
one year of age who come into the world with severe deformities and very 
serious syndromes” was brought before the House of Commons to the Special 

Joint Committee on Medical Assistance in Dying by Louis Roy of the Quebec College of 
Physicians.  Please help Sherwood Park – Fort Saskatchewan MP Garnett Genius, of Al-
berta, in his fight against legalizing infanticide in Canada by signing the online Petition 
at: https://www.garnettgenuismp.ca/no2infanticide. 
 
We are also providing the opportunity for you to sign the petition after mass.  Copies of 
the petition will be available at the entrance & in the Fireside room.  There is room for 
five signatures on the petition and it can be folded, taped and mailed without a stamp. 

 

Please include in your prayers †Terrence Evans, †Silvina Medeiros, †Isidro Vale 
and †Mary Jo Mitchell who have gone home to the Lord.  May their souls rest in eternal peace. Legion of Mary 

Celebrate and pray for intercession with the Legion of Mary, happy and willing 
to bring the image of Mother Mary into your residence and enjoy her presence 
for a week or two.  Kindly write your information on the sheet provided by the 
wall next to the Parish Office  and one of the legionaries will contact you.  

Youth Ministry 
December 4 is Youth Ministry Sunday, a day where parishes around 
the Archdiocese of Vancouver pray for and help support youth minis-
tries across the Archdiocese.  At all the Masses on December 3 and 

4, there will be a second collection.  Proceeds from this collection will benefit youth min-
istry both at a diocesan level and in our own parish to allow them to continue to journey 
with young people in the faith.  Your generosity is much appreciated!  The Youth Minis-
try would like to thank the St. Matthew’s community for their continuous prayers and 
support!  Know that you are also in their prayers.  

Advent Penitential Service 
      December 19  Monday  Our Lady of Good Counsel 7:00PM 
      December 19  Monday  Precious Blood   7:00PM 
      December 20  Tuesday  St. Matthew’s   7:30PM 
      December 21  Wednesday Star of the Sea   7:00PM 
      December 22  Thursday St. Bernadette   7:00PM 
      December 22  Thursday IC Delta    7:00PM 

Young at Heart Club …50 + 
Join our active, friendly group for a social and games. Coffee, tea and goodies 
available.  Every Tuesday 1:00 – 4:00 pm (or stay as long as you want) in the 
Jubilee Hall.  We have card and board games – Trivial Pursuit, Scrabble, Mexi-
can Train, Crib and bean bag toss.  We are also open to new games and activi-

ties.  Bring your ideas.  New members are always welcome.  Membership is $10.00 per 
member annually. 

2022 Christmas Choral Production 

And Sing-a-Long 

Friday December 16th @ 7pm 
 

Save the Date  
For this Popular Annual Parish Event! 

mailto:conniephilip.van@gmail.com
mailto:rosemaryazu@invis.ca
mailto:spotusek@rcav.org
mailto:office@stmatthewselementary.ca
https://www.garnettgenuismp.ca/no2infanticide

