Sunday, January 3, 2021

St. Matthew’s R.C. Parish
16079 88 Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 1G3
Tel: (604) 589-2448 Fax: (604) 589-2344
Website: www.saintmatthews.ca
REGULAR MASS TIMES

PARISH OFFICE
Rev. Tien Tran,

Pastor

ttran@rcav.org;
frtientran9@gmail.com
Rev. Lucio Choi,
Asst. Pastor lchoi@rcav.org
Dcn. Raffaele Salvino, Deacon
rsalvino@rcav.org
604-589-2083
Rectory
Office Hours:

Tuesday to Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM
604-589-2448
office@saintmatthews.ca

Parish Admin:

Ms. Caroline P. Mrazek
Mrs. Stephanie Chessell
Mrs. Anna G. De Leon
Mrs. Ma. Lourdes Tejada
Mrs. Trish Van Vliet prep@saintmatthews.ca
Mr. Lorne Ward
lorne@saintmatthews.ca

Bookkeeper:
P.R.E.P.:
Maintenance:

Elementary School: 604-589-7545
Preschool: 604-589-1222

www.stmatthewselementary.ca

Regular Devotions
Holy Rosary
20 minutes before daily Mass

Divine Mercy
Tuesday after the 7 PM Mass

Our Lady of Fatima
3rd Monday of the month 6:30-7 PM

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Saturday after the 9 AM Mass

First Friday
After the 8 AM Mass Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
12:00 noon Benediction
6:25 PM—Holy Rosary

SUNDAY:

English Masses - 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,
12:30 PM, 7:30 PM; Vietnamese Mass 5 PM;
African: Last Sunday 12:30 PM (Mass in
English with African Choir)

SATURDAY: 9:00 AM / Anticipated Mass at 5:30 PM
WEEKDAYS: Monday to Friday (except TUESDAY) 8:00 AM
Tuesday 7:00 PM
Friday Night—Mass at 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)
***except First Friday (in English)

CONFESSIONS
Call or email the office to book an appointment.
OFFICE AND CHURCH CLOSED ON MONDAYS FOR CLEANING

SUNDAY MASS REGISTRATION
IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE TO ALL MASSES IS SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Our parish is adopting a new system of attending Sunday Mass, once we are
allowed back to celebrate mass with a public congregation. The first step is
filling out the form you received in an email from our parish ‘Flocknote’ called
‘Sunday Mass Preferences Survey’.
If you have not received it, check your junk folder OR sign up by going to our
parish homepage and clicking the button with the picture of a blue sheep.
 Only one response per family is allowed.
 If you or your family members serve in a ministry, your response
does not affect your involvement. Your ministry head will give you
further details.
 Since we have to move all our communication online, an email is
required in order to attend Mass, so please sign up for Flocknote!
2021 Sunday Envelopes may be picked up from the Fireside Room
(right side hall of the Church) every Tuesday—Friday, 8:30am—
5:00pm
ATTENTION NEWCOMERS AND NON-REGISTERED PARISHIONERS:
Please take the time to fill out our Parish Registration Form found behind the counter by the Parish Office, if you have not done so yet. Thank you.

BAPTISM:

By appointment with a minimum of 2 months’ notice (during
pregnancy) so that instructions can be given to parents and godparents about the duties and responsibilities assumed in this
Sacrament.

MARRIAGE:

A minimum of 6 months’ notice with one of the parties registered in the parish and practicing his/her faith. The Marriage
Preparation course is mandatory. Please ask for “Guidelines for
the Celebration of Marriage”.

FUNERALS:

Please call the parish office before making arrangements.
“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he
searched frantically on his dimly lit desk for the
current electric bill. “I know I put it right on top
of these papers this morning!” Growing in frustration and bordering on anger, he flies stuff
around, moves books and opines why simple
tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, who
calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the
light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and
behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob
left it earlier. All it took was a little light!

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either
we are distracted, determined, disinterested,
preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of
the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvious.
We would rather live our lives with the dimmest
of lights or even in total darkness. Why are we
afraid to do something so that we can actually
see? It might help us to find quicker and better
answers to problems, the meaning of life, relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth.
Yet, we stumble along, moving things from one
side to the other, getting angry, feeling cheated,
being unsettled, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once again.
“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over
the place where the child was.” The light has come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ! We no
longer have to fumble in the darkness. We have been gifted with the illumination we need to see our
way through things and find what we really are looking for. All these years later, however, so many
are still reluctant to accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn,
apprehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has their own reason for not wanting to turn on the
switch.
But there are so many answers to so many of our problems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple
birth teaches us about God’s tender wedded relationship with humanity. It speaks to the expanse of
God’s salvation across the globe, and the incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a part of
our life moment to moment. It calls us to understand the design of world order God intended as
found in the Beatitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all of creation and the meaning of
things we struggle with most, like suffering and death. We have a lot of Good News to share, not just
with a privileged few but with all the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s healing word. God
continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to find what you are really looking for!
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Stewardship Reflection

On behalf of St. Matthew’s Parish,
together with Father Lucio Choi and
Deacon Raffaele Salvino, I would like
to wish everyone and your family a
safe, healthy and Blessed Christmas
Season! No doubt, this Christmas is
not the same because of the pandemic. You cannot come to gather as a
community of faith in the church to
celebrate the Birth of Our Savior, but we trust that you are gathering as a family to
participate in the livestreamed Mass to celebrate Christmas at home. Please don’t
forget that you could still come to church to receive Jesus in Holy Communion after
the livestreamed Mass. Do come as a family to welcome Our Savior to your heart at
Christmas and every Sunday in the Eucharist!

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things
If you’re on social media, you have probably
seen a meme going around that features this
quote: “God has a plan for your life. The enemy has a plan for your life. Be ready for both.
Just be wise enough to know which one to
battle and which one to embrace.”
There were certainly two competing plans
for the Magi: God’s and Herod’s. And, wise
as they supposedly were, it wasn’t entirely
easy for the Magi to discern which was
which.
After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered
the Magi hospitality and kindness. Though
the Gospel doesn’t say so, he probably
flattered them and appealed to every moral
weakness he could observe in them. In his
palace, they must have felt great physical
comfort — rest and tables of plenty on what
was an otherwise long and treacherous journey.
But if the Magi were honest with themselves,
I’ll bet they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence.
When they looked upon the Christ Child,
born in a stable without any of the comforts
of the world or protections of wealth, they
probably felt the opposite. They probably felt
safe.
The Magi were lucky enough to have the
right plan spelled out for them in a dream,
but for the rest of us, it’s enough to remember this: God’s plan is often the one that
leads us to places of great simplicity, great
humility and great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.

We would like to thank you all for your patience, perseverance, prayers, and generous support to our parish throughout this difficult time. In particular, we, at the rectory, are very grateful for all the Christmas cards, food, gifts that many have sent us
over this holiday.
May the Saving Lord come and stay with you all to bless everyone with the fullness of
life, peace, joy, happiness and good health during this Christmas Season and
throughout the New Year 2021.
Looking forwards to seeing you soon at church!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Tien Tran, Fr. Lucio Choi and Deacon Raffaele Salvino
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi

LIVE THE LITURGY
Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient us when we find ourselves in total darkness. Being in darkness can be unsettling and even a bit unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find our bearings and achieve balance. On life’s journey we may
think we are walking in the light but are really lingering in darkness. We do not see the full picture, either because we are distracted,
disinterested, or even apprehensive. Sometimes, we even choose to close our eyes when the light is readily available to illuminate
our path. Do we really desire to know the truth of who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has been given to those who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us the light to see where we come from, who we are and where we are going. It also tells us that this
Good News is not meant for just a privileged few but is intended to go out to all the world. Is this something we want to see?
©LPi

Dear Parishioners,

2

7

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program)

How Can We Hear Christ's Voice More Clearly in Our Lives?
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God -1 John 4:1. In our lives there are many voices; family, co-workers,
society, or our own inner voice. Of all these voices, how do we know what is
coming from God and what is not? Is there a way to know Christ's desire and
invitation for my life? How can I make daily life decisions together with Jesus? In the Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius of Loyola gives us guidelines for discerning Christ's voice in our
lives. During this session we will explore together with Fr. Elton Fernandes, SJ. Join us
online on Saturday, Jan. 9 at 7:30 pm. Register for free at beholdvancouver.org/events

Dear PREP Families: IMPORTANT UPDATE
Please continue to watch the bulletin weekly on the parish website for more updates and sign-up for Flocknote
on the website.
Mass is being live streamed each week, please tune in off the parish website! Instruction for receiving Communion and Confession are available on the website as well!

Making Sense of Anxiety in Children and Youth
The escalating level of anxiety in our children begs for an explanation as well as
a solution. Dr. Neufeld sheds light on this age-old problem, paving the way for
natural interventions that can actually get to the root causes as opposed to just
managing symptoms. Although the focus is on children, this enlightening material will benefit anyone suffering from anxiety.

Gr. 7 - Mass Journals have begun. Please refer to the bulletin for the Christmas Mass schedule.
Thank you to all the Gr. 7 students who contributed food items, etc. for St. Vincent de Paul and to those who
completed cards for the widows of the parish! Thank you for being the light to so many this Advent!
Saint’s Projects can be dropped off during parish office hours or put into the mailbox. They were due at Interviews on December 9th. Some are still outstanding. Please submit as soon as possible.

Dr. Gordon Neufeld's revolutionary yet science-specific approach turns parenting right-side
-up, restoring natural intuition to parenting, and putting parents back in the driver's seat.
This video-course takes the best that science has to offer and renders it readily accessible
to parents of children of all ages. Join us on Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on
Jan. 6 to Jan. 27. Register online at beholdvancouver.org/events

December 16th will be the last class of the year for students. Classes will resume on January 13 th – please watch
the bulletin/parish website for format for the January schedule
Thank you to all catechists and assistants who continue to support the PREP program and share their faith with
our young people especially under the circumstances of the pandemic. May the Lord bless you and your families
this Christmas season.
Thank you to all the parents for all their patience and understanding in rolling out our PREP program and under
the extenuating circumstances of Covid-19. Please continue to watch the bulletin on the parish website for updates. Please continue to be the Light this Advent season ….. So many need our prayers, patience and kindness!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all!
Blessings,
Trish Van Vliet—prep@saintmatthews.ca or call 604-589-2448 ext. 233

Civil & Criminal Litigation Needs
Last Wills, Agreements and Contracts

Ransiri Fernando
Barrister & Solicitor
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604 767 9520
rfernando@kaushallaw.com

CWL Corner
A New Year Begins... in a quieter way perhaps but with renewed HOPE
as the COVID-19 vaccine is rolled out even to some of our members who
work in Long Term Care, on the front lines or who are themselves most
at risk. The need for each of us to continue to "grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service" continues...(Mission Statement of the CWL of Canada). And so we begin 2021 dedicated to this mission.
Please pray that everyone will stay vigilant, so that we can to come together in a
safe way soon.

Legacy Brick Campaign
Be a part of building our “Parish Centre” and leave a legacy donation
that will live on past your lifetime, in memory of your support. We
have a Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze Brick board where your contributions will be placed. Platinum is worth $2,000 and up, Gold is
$1,200.00; Silver is $600.00; and Bronze is $300.00. A donation can be a onetime donation or monthly payments through Pre-Authorized Offering Payment
e.g. 12 monthly payments of $25.00 is a $300.00 Bronze Donation. When you
make a donation, you will receive a “brick” to go onto one of 4 Brick Legacy
boards. When the building is complete, these Brick Legacy boards will be
placed along the wall so you can see who the builders are. The “brick” can be
“in memory of” a loved one or simply a contribution from your family, organization or ministry. All donations stay in the Parish. Contact the Parish Office
to make your Legacy Brick Donation and be part of the church builders.

2021-2022 APPLICATION FORMS FOR ST. MATTHEW'S
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Application forms for the 2021-2022 school year for Kindergarten through Grade 7
will be available beginning January 5, 2020 at the school office. For more information please contact the school office at 604-589-7545 or
office@stmatthewselementary.ca

Desiree & Virgilio Pino; Ryker Slaney; Carol Ward; Liz Da Costa; Erwin &
Annemarie Belgardt; Tommy Contreras; Walter Slaney; Victor Miller;
Gerry Della Mattia; Daisy Rodriguez; Thea Luyten; Nora Bawasanta; Julie
Cunningham; Helen Stote; Rosa Villarama; Elmer Kachur; Horst & Elsa
Seliger; Romualdo Nicdao; Teodulfo Hosain; Nenita Cabilan; Dr. Demetrio Tamparia; Loida Tobias; Angelita Correa; Edgardo Olivares; Alex; Anton Carriedo; Ilse Van
Brakel; David Keenan; Alberto Ordonez; Carl Erveen Santa Ana; Colleen Salmon;
Teresita Dimaano; Marie Petines; Irene Collingwood; Karen Guinto; Felix Djuhari;
Bill Cabading; Sueann Zore; Andrew De Leon; Demetrio Tamparia; Coring Ilagan;
Rosendo Joe Paz; Judith Dilla

Christmas Tree Chipping by Donation
St. Matthew’s Knights of Columbus are accepting Christmas trees for chipping by donation, on Saturday January 9, 10 am to 4 pm and Sunday January 10, 12 pm to 4 pm at St. Matthew’s parking lot .
St. Matthew’s Prayer Group
The St. Matthew’s Prayer Group meets every Mondays (via Zoom) from
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. Come join us praise, sing, pray and share the word of
God with joy! We will bring your needs and concerns before the merciful Lord during our prayer meetings. To join the Zoom meetings or to
submit your prayer request, please email smpgprayerline@hotmail.com.
You can also drop your prayer intentions in the prayer box located at the Welcome
Centre and we will offer your requests to the Sacred heart of Jesus every first Friday of the month.

Priority on this list is given to parishioners, as space permits. Names will be removed from time to time. If you submit a name to the Prayer List, it is your responsibility to inform the office should his/her circumstances change.

Devotions to Our Lady of Fatima
Please recite the Holy Rosary daily
Were you married outside the Catholic Church?
If you are married, but were not married in the Catholic church, we would like to
offer you an opportunity to have your marriage regularized with the Church. Please
make an appointment with our priest to discuss having your marriage convalidated.
Sacrament of the Sick. What was referred to as “Last Rites” is now called
“Anointing of the Sick” administered by a priest when one is “in danger” due to
sickness or old age. Please call the Parish Office to arrange.
Hospital/Care Home Communion Visits. Please remember to let the Parish Office
know whenever you or a loved one is hospitalized or moved into a Fleetwood area
care home. The Parish has a dedicated group of people who will bring Holy Communion weekly to you or yours. Please phone Deacon Raul Abella 778-512-9163
for a visit and to receive Holy Communion.
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St. Matthew’s R. C. Parish
16079 88th Avenue, Surrey, BC V4N 1G3
Tel. (604) 589-2448 Fax: (604) 589-2344
Email: office@saintmatthews.ca Website: www.saintmatthews.ca
Pastor: Fr. Tien Tran
Asst. Pastor: Fr. Lucio choi
Deacon Raffaele Salvino

24 November 2020
Dear St. Matthew’s Parishioners,
As you know, public Masses have been suspended in our parish church in order to comply with the directives and guidance of the Premier and the Health Authorities in British
Columbia. Archbishop Miller made this difficult decision after much prayer.
As your pastor, I continue to offer Mass each day, praying for each and all of you and asking the Lord to quickly bring an end to this pandemic, to heal the sick and suffering, to
strengthen all our medical personnel, and to guide the minds and hearts of our researchers. As a parish, we continue to care for the spiritual and emotional needs of our people
in person, by phone and internet, and through Sunday Mass on-line available through our website, Facebook page and YouTube.
As you will understand, parishioners have been asking how to continue to support the parish and make their regular contributions. The Archdiocese has set up a simple way for
you to give online. This will make it easy for parishioners to support their own parish through a weekly or monthly gift made by credit card or direct debit. The funds will go directly to our parish.
To reach the donation site:

www.rcav.org/sunday-offering

I am appealing to you to make this now your preferred way of continuing to fulfill your support to our church. Although you cannot attend Mass at this time, on-line giving will
allow you a simple and easy way to demonstrate your commitment to the Parish.
Some of you have already made this or similar arrangements and I am grateful. I know that this is a difficult time for many of you financially and so I am especially mindful of
your generosity, your sacrifices and your faith.
Let us pray that all may be made well soon and that we can meet again around the Altar of the Lord’s Sacrifice in our beautiful parish St. Matthew’s.
With my blessings,

Fr. Tien Tran

